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The third installment of Bernard Cornwellâ€™s bestselling series chronicling the epic saga of the

making of England, â€œlike Game of Thrones, but realâ€• (The Observer, London)â€”the basis for

The Last Kingdom, the hit BBC America television series.After achieving victory at King Alfredâ€™s

side, Uhtred of Bebbanburg is returning to his home in the North, finally free of his allegiance to the

Kingâ€”or so he believes. An encounter with a vicious slave trader introduces Uhtred to Guthred, the

self-proclaimed King of Northumbria. Curious about Guthredâ€™s astounding claim, Uhtred follows

him north. But he soon discovers fate has another incredible surprise in store, and begins an

unexpected journey that climaxes in the midnight siege of a city thought impregnableâ€”a dangerous

seige that results in the forging of England.Lords of the North is Bernard Cornwellâ€™s finest work

yetâ€”a breathtaking adventure, but it also tells the story of the creation of English identity, as the

English and Danes begin to become one people, appropriating each otherâ€™s languages and,

thrillingly, fighting side-by-side.
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After reading some of the reviews here for "Lords of the North", I was a bit worried about what I

would find. Being the third book in the series, I wondered if Cornwell could keep it going for a third



book. It would have been understandable if things slipped a bit. I needn't have worried.Following

from The Pale Horseman: A Novel from the year 878, "Lords of the North" sees our hero Uhtred

head north to follow his fate. Of course, the Three Spinners have other plans and Uhtred soon finds

himself enslaved and alone.I won't mention too much of the plot, as I do not want to ruin it for you.

There are some good twists and turns, and I was rather surprised sometimes. Elements and people

I had forgotten about made sudden reappearances, much to my own pleasure, I might add.In this

volume, Alfred the Great is developed a bit more, as is the relationship between him and Uhtred.

Always a tense one, that relationship moves to a new level as Uhtred develops a more complex

picture of the King he hates, yet serves.The violence seems to be stepped up a couple of degrees

in this violence, and at times, I have to admit relishing it. Some very deserving people got to taste

Serpent-Breath's edge as Uhtred took his revenge on them. At times, the descriptions get pretty

detailed, with mentions of "gristle" thrown in, just in case the reader does really get it with the

"blood" gushing everywhere and coating the hilts of swords and mail.Cornwell has kept up the pace

in this book, with a seething tale of revenge and some excellent twists that kept me rivetted to the

pages.
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